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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to communication filed on 05/04/2007. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-12, and 45-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ogasawara (U.S. 6,123,259), in view of Farchmin et al (Farchmin) 
U.S. Pub. No. US 2004/0203930 Al. 

Regarding claim 1 : Ogasawara discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
Ogasawara teaches a combination wireless and wired secure token access distributed 
network system comprising: a) data token means for storing data, including unique 
customer identifier data; ("customer ID card"; fig.2) b) a data collection and transmission 
node means that has a data memory for storing the location of said data collection and 
transmission means, for reading and inputting the data token data and extracting the 
customer identifier data, and transmitting the customet identifier dta and the location 
where said data collection and transmission means is on use; (5 - "mobile personal 
shopping terminal"; 15 -"universal product code (UPC) bar code scanner"; col.6, line 25 
- "An additional I/O device is provided on the mobile personal shopping tenninal 5 in the 
form of an IC card interface unit 60, configured to read information from and write 
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information to an IC, or smart card. As will be developed in greater detail below, the IC 
card and card interface unit 60, in combination, provides a suitable means for a 
customer to transport pertinent data to and from a retail facility and exchange that 
pe.rtinent data with the facility through use of the mobile personal shopping tenninal 5 in 
accordance with practice of principles of the invention. While referred to as an IC card, 
the card is a personal memory \-2-card\-12- or data card which looks and feels much 
like an ordinary credit card. The IC card may be either contact based or contactless. 
The simplest contact-type card might be a magnetic tape storage stripe affixed in a 
particular location on its reverse side. Alternatively, a contact or cbntactless IC card may 
comprise a microprocessor, an electrically erasable field-programmable read-only 
memory (EEPROM), a Flash ROM (FROM) and, optionally, circuitry for inductively 
receiving an RF power signal.") 

c) a data access point means for receiving said transmitted data from said data 
collection and transmission means and extracting sand transmitting said unique 
customer Identifier data and data collection and transmission means location; and (5; 
fig.8) 

(d) network system controller means (20 - "controller unit") for receiving the data 
transmitted by said data access point means and infomiing a user of said network 
controller means of the customer identifier data and the data collection and transmission 
means location identifier data; whereby when said network system controller is in use, it 
allows a user to centrally gather customer identifier data simultaneously with the 
location of the transmitting data collection and transmission node. (5, 10, 15, 20, 30, 35, 
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40. 50. 55) 

However, in the RCE dated 05/04/2007, Applicants argue tliat Ogasawara does not 
disclose the step of "a data collection and transmission node means ... for ... 
transmitting .■. the location where said data collection and transmission means is in use" 
(emphasis added). This limitation, recited by independent claim 1 and included in its 
dependent claims, is sufficient to distinguish the present invention over the invention of 
Ogasawara. 

In the same field of endeavor, Farchmin discloses "controller linked to the access 
points and the database and including a controller processor; wherein, at least one of 
the processors is programmed to cooperate with the access points to identify WID 
location within the facility and determine if a WID is within a machine zone 
corresponding to a specific machine and, when a WID is within a machine zone, the 
controller processor identifies machine infonvation conesponding to the specific 
machine and causes the access points to transmit at least a sub-set of the machine 
information to the WID for presentation via the WID; and wherein, at least one of the 
processors is programmed to monitor WID location after the information is presented 
. via the WID and, when the WID is located outside the machine zone, alters the 
infomiation presented via the WID". [see Farchmin; par. 0050]. 
Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporated Farchmin's teachings of using 
data location transmission technique with the teachings of Ogasawara, for the purpose 
of improving the ability of a network "...to provide a relatively inexpensive automated 
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facility interfacing system. .. cost can be minimized by employing existing wireless 
communication systems... thus, existing LAN access points can be used to provide 
WID locating signals [see Farchmin; par. 0033]. By this rationale, claim 1 1s rejected. 

Regarding claims 2-12, 45-60, the combination Ogasawara-Farchmln teaches: 

2. The combination wireless and wired secure token access distributed networl< system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said data token means includes a magnetic stripe card, 
(see Ogasawara "customer ID card", "smart card") 

3. The combination wireless and wired secure token access distributed network system 
according to claim 1, wherein said data token means includes a chip card, (see 
Ogasawara "smart card") 

4. The combination wireless and wired secure token access distributed network system 
according to claim 2, wherein said data collection and transmission node means 
includes a magnetic card reader having a wireless communications transmitter, (see 
Ogasawara col.5, lines 43-65) 

5. The combination wireless and wired secure token access distributed network system 
according to claim 3, wherein said data collection and transmission node means 
includes a chip card reader having a wireless communications transmitter, (see 
Ogasawara 50; col.5, lines 43-65) 

6. The combination wireless and wired secure token access distributed network system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said one or more data access point means includes a 
wireless communications capability whereby all said data collection and transmission 
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node means within the broadcast radius of said data access point means is in wireless 
communications with said data access point means, (see Ogasawara col.5, lines 43-65) 

7. The combination wireless and wired secure token access distributed network system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said data access point means includes a hard wired 
communications capability whereby said network system controller means 
communicates with said data access point means, (see Ogasawara "the mobile 
personal shopping terminal (see Ogasawara 5 of FIG. 1) either by wireless transmission 
through the terminal's RF transceiver, through a wired I/O port such as an RS-232 port 
or by means of a high-density flexible media cartridge which may be inserted into an 
optional floppy drive unit comprising the terminal's mass data storage unit (see 
Ogasawara 30 of FIG. 1). In an alternative implementation, scanned and OCR 
converted text character data is transferred to the store's core server (see Ogasawara 
50 of FIG. 1) which, in turn, transmits the data to the mobile terminal viathe terminal's 
RF transceiver") 

8. The combination wireless and wired secure token access distributed network system 
according to claim 1, wherein said network system controller means includes encoding 
means for encoding customer identifier data onto said data token means, (see 
Ogasawara "the mobile personal shopping terminal (5 of FIG. 1) either by wireless 
transmission through the terminal's RF transceiver, through a wired I/O port such as an 
RS-232 port or by means of a high-density flexible media cartridge which may be 
inserted into an optional floppy drive unit comprising the terminal's mass data storage 
unit (see Ogasawara 30 of FIG. 1). In an alternative implementation, scanned and OCR 
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converted text character data is transferred to the store's core server (see Ogasawara 
50 of FIG. 1) which, in turn, transmits the data to the mobile tenninal via the tenninars 
RF transceiver") 

9. The combination wireless and wired secure token access distributed network system 
according to claim 1, wherein said data access point means stores the data from said 
data collection and transmission means in a format which is available for TCP/IP 
access, (see Ogasawara 'The mobile tenninal may then transmit the shopping list to the 
store central computer using the RF communication transceiver. Alternatively, the 
shopping list is prepared on a customer's home personal computer system and is 
uploaded to the store's web site through an Internet connection.") 

10. The combination wireless and wired secure token access distributed network 
system according to claim 1 , wherein said data access point means includes 
overlapping broadcast radiuses to enable multiple data access points to communicate 
with multiple data collection and transmission nodes and thereby enabling a built-in 
system redundancy, (see Ogasawara col.5, lines 43-65) 

1 1 . The combination wireless and wired secure token access distributed network 
system according to claim 10, wherein said data access point means including 
overlapping broadcast radiuses to enable multiple data access points to communicate 
with multiple data collection and transmission nodes means includes one or more 
repeater access points in communication with said data access points to enable long 
range data communication between data collection and transmission nodes within and 
outside the broadcast radius of said data access points, (see Ogasawara col.5, lines 43- 



Application/Control Number: 10/840,121 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2143 

65) 

12. The combination wireless and wired secure tol<en access distributed network 
system according to claim 1 , wherein said network system controller means includes a 
central network system controller in wired communication with several peripheral 
network system controllers for the purpose of centrally gathering data transmissions 
from multiple data access points in communication with multiple data collection and 
transmission nodes, (see Ogasawara col.5, lines 43-65) 

45. A system, comprising: 

a data token configured to store data comprising token identifier data (see Ogasawara 
"customer ID card", fig. 2); 

a data collection node comprising a data memory for storing the location of the data 
collection node, the data collection node configured to access the token identifier data 
from the data token, and further configured to send the token identifier and the location 
of the data collection node to a network system controller (see Ogasawara, 5 - "mobile 
personal shopping terminal"; 15 -"universal product code (UPC) bar code scanner"; col. 
6...); and 

wherein the network system controller receives the data sent by the data access point 
and provides the token identifier and location of the data collection node to a user, 
whereby the network system controller allows the user to centrally gather token 
identifier data with the location of the data collection node at which the token identifier 
data was accessed (see Ogasawara; 20 - "controller unit"; see Farchmin; par. 0050); 

46. The system of claim 45, wherein the data collection node is configured to send the 
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token identifier and tlie location of the data collection node to a data access point and 
wherein the data access point is configured to receive the transmitted data from said 
data collection and transmission node and send the token identifier data and location 
data to the network system controller. 

47. A system, comprising: 

a plurality of data collection nodes disposed at respective locations, wherein each data 
collection node comprises a data memory for storing its respective location, and each 
data collection node is configured to access a token identifier from a data token placed 
in communicative proximity with the data collection node (see Ogasawara; 5 - "mobile 
personal shopping terminal"; 15 -"universal product code (UPC) bar code scanner"; col. 
6...); 

a controller in communicative contact with the data collection nodes, and configured to 
receive the token identifier and the location from a data collection node; and wherein the 
controller is further configured to communicate the location of a data tokens placed in 
communicative proximity with a data collection node (see Ogasawara; 20 - "controller 
unit"; see Farchmin; par. 0050); 

48. The system of claim 47, further comprising a data access point proximate to the 
data collection nodes and configured to receive the location and token identifier from the 
data collection nodes and to transmit the location and token identifier data to the 
controller (see Farchmin; par. 0050). 

49. The system of claim 48, wherein the controller comprises software to poll the data 
access point for the token identifier and the location data (see Ogasawara; 20 - 
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"controller unit"; see Farchmin; par, 0050). 

50. The system of claim 48, wherein the data access point is in wireless communication 
with a data collection node and wired communication with the controller (see Farchmin; 
par. 0143; 0050). 

51. The system of claim 48, wherein the stored location of the data collection nodes is 
used to identify the specific location of the data collection nodes within the proximity of 
the data access point (see Farchmin; par. 0143; 0050; 0136). 

52. The system of claim 48, further comprising a repeater access point proximate a 
subset of the data collection nodes and configured to receive the location and token 
identifier data from its respective data collection node or nodes and to transmit the 
location and token identifier data to the data access point for subsequent 
communication to the controller (see Farchmin; par. 0143; 0050).. 

53. The system of claim 47, further comprising a plurality of data access points, each 
data access point proximate to a subset of the data collection nodes and configured to 
receive the location and token identifier data from its respective data collection node or 
nodes and to transmit the location and token identifier data to the controller (see 
Farchmin; par. 0143; 0050; 0136). 

54. The system of claim 53, wherein the data access points are configured to store 
location and token identifier data received from their respective data collection node or 
nodes, and wherein the controller is configured to poll the data access point to capture 
the stored data (see Farchmin; par. 0143; 0050; 0136). 
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55. The system of claim 53., wherein the data access points include overlapping 
communication areas to enable a data access point to communicate with more than one 
data collection node (see Farchmin; par. 0143; 0050; 0136). 

56. The system of claim 47, wherein the data token comprises a magnetic stripe card 
or a chip card (see Ogasawara card). 

57. The system of claim 47, wherein the stored location of the data collection nodes is 
resolvable to a degree of accuracy to enable distinguishing the location of a data 
collection node from the other data collections nodes (see Farchmin; par. 0143; 0050; 
0136). 

58. A method, comprising: 

receiving identifier data from a data token placed in a location in communicative 
proximity to a data collection node; storing at the data collection node a location of the 
data collection node; (see Ogasawara; 5 - "mobile personal shopping terminal"; 15 - 
"universal product code (UPC) bar code scanner"; col. 6...); 
fOHA/arding the identifier data and the location to a central controller to thereby enable 
location of a data token placed in communicative proximity with a data collection node 
(see Ogasawara; 20 - "controller unit"; see Farchmin; par. 0050); 

59. The method of claim 58, wherein the step of forwarding comprises the steps of the 
data collection node fonwarding the identifier data and the location to a data access 
point, and the data access point fonwarding this information to the central controller (see 
Farchmin; par. 0143; 0050; 0136). 
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60. The method of claim 58, further comprising the step of resolving the location of the 
data token to a degree of accuracy such that its location at its respective data collection 
node can be identified as distinct from the locations of the other data collection nodes 
(see Farchmin; par. 0143; 0050; 0136). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
examiner should be directed to Jude Jean-Gilles whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3914. The examiner can nonnally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley, can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8400. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 

Jude Jean-Gilles 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 
JJG 

May 24, 2007 




